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Friends of Linden Place Celebrates 30th Anniversary
Looking Back and Looking Ahead

Summertime cocktail demonstrations. Tales of the Slave Trade 
walking tours. Concerts, lectures and book-signings. Burger Bash. 
Looking at Linden Place’s upcoming events calendar, it’s hard 
to imagine that just 30 years ago this year, Bristol’s most famous 
mansion was on the brink of becoming condominiums. Yet when 
Linden Place went on the market in 1987, it seemed that condos might 
be the future of this Russell Warren-designed gem. Thanks to the 
actions of local historians and grassroots activists alike, Linden Place 
was spared from development and the deed to the property passed 
into the hands of the recently formed non-profit Friends of Linden 
Place in 1989. Since then, the hard working staff and volunteers at 
Linden Place have helped transform the mansion into a must-visit 
destination and cultural center for both locals and tourists. 

2019 Marks the 30th Anniversary Year for the Friends of Linden Place Organization

By Tessa Mediano

Above: It goes to show what a grassroots campaign can 
accomplish! Linden Place would not be where we are today 
without the hard work of dedicated volunteers and the support 
of the Bristol community.

Perseverance by Dedicated 
Volunteers Make Linden Place 
Truly the “Heart of Bristol”

Left: Linden Place’s first ever newsletter in June, 1989 and the 
Bristol Phoenix’s special edition “Linden Place Then and Now” 
from 1988 when the RI bond issue campaign was underway. 
Right: an article from a 1990 issue of the Linden Place News 
showcasing the hard work by volunteers restoring the mansion and 
surrounding gardens.

More Work to be Done
Although the initial “Save Linden Place” challenges 

were behind them, the Friends soon faced a new set of issues. 
Namely, the restoration of the mansion which was maintained 
only marginally for generations. Stansfield had generously 
donated the home’s furniture and belongings when the sale of 
Linden Place went through, but decades of neglect had taken 
their toll on the interior and exterior of the building. To execute 
various projects around the mansion, FLP was forced to take on 
significant debt. Linden Place’s Independence Day celebration, 
now a firm local tradition, began in 1990 to raise funds for some 
of these projects. The Friends also received generous grant 
support from the Rhode Island Historical and Preservation 
Commission and Champlin Foundation. Thankfully, a core 
group of volunteers began to dedicate their time to gardening, 
housework, painting, carpentry, and archiving. Without these 
efforts Linden Place would likely have not survived. After 
some restructuring of the FLP organization, the group managed 
to get out of debt in 1997 and held a “Burning of the Mortgage” 
ceremony to celebrate the achievement.
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Looking to the Future of Linden Place
The past 20 years have seen Linden Place come into its own as a local cultural 

institution. At present, a small staff manages a busy schedule of mansion and walking 
tours tours, weddings, summer camp, fundraisers, lectures, concerts, and more. Susan 
Battle, Director, takes it all in stride. “Our mission is to preserve and protect our historic 
property and develop uses that enhance the educational, artistic, and cultural life of 
Bristol residents and beyond,” she states. “Linden Place is an important connection 
to Bristol and Rhode Island’s past like no other in town. Our 200-year-old mansion 
boasts some of the most impressive Federal-style architecture in existence and a social 
history that encompasses five generations whose stories reflect the growth of the new 
American nation.” 

Despite the significant progress that staff and volunteers have made to get Linden 
Place to where it is today, there is still more work to be done. Repairs to the mansion’s 
roofing and gutter systems underway, a project likely to cost over $150,000.  The 
electrical system upgrade inside the home is scheduled to start in January of 2020. 
As for future goals? Battle hopes to restore the ballroom roof and cupula, given the 
ballroom’s importance as the site of many events at Linden Place. She also would like 
to see the third floor of the mansion transformed into a true archival space, complete 
with temperature control and proper storage, so that the many artifacts, documents, and 
photos housed there for research can be properly preserved. And, of course, attracting 
more diverse audiences to the museum and its many programs. The Friends of Linden 
Place relies on the generosity of our members, volunteers, and foundation grants to 
complete such projects, making community support a vital lifeline to this historic 
property. As Battle puts it, “We believe in preserving the historic character of Bristol 
and we ask that you join us as a partner in preservation.”

Celebrating the future by preserving the past
original Linden Place tagline

From the front gate of Linden Place, the 
mansion endures as a stunning testament to the 
growing wealthy class of Americans after the War 
for Independence. With its Corinthian columns, 
Palladian window and intricate balustrade, it was 
meant to awe and impress all who visited. For 
219 years, the mansion has stood in the heart of 
downtown, capturing the curiosity of all who stroll 
by on Hope Street.

Gazing at its striking facade, it is easy 
to overlook the enormous expense it requires 
to both maintain this three-story mansion, its 
surrounding outbuildings and estate. In the past 
20 years, the Friends of Linden Place has poured 
more than $750,000 into restoring this nationally 
significant property.  Luckily, we have not been 
alone in our efforts!  Generous grants from the 
Rhode Island Historic Preservation and Heritage 
Commission, The Champlin Foundation, and The 
1772 Foundation, all who understand the national 
significance of Linden Place, both historically and 
as a cultural center of Bristol, have had a huge 
impact on upkeep. We also sincerely thank our 
many donors and members who, from day one 30 
years ago, have come through for the mansion when 
it needed it the most.

Preservation of Linden Place
Critical Repairs to Gutters and Roof Begin

Work began this week by removing 
the gutters and assessing 
conditions of the roof line.
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Left: workers from Cottrell Brothers work to remove one of the 
damaged gutters. Right: one of the removed gutters, likely from 
the early 20th century, recently removed from the north wing.

This week, Linden Place embarked on one of our most 
ambitious projects yet – the complete restoration of the roofline 
and gutters of Linden Place.  This project, estimated to cost over 
$150,000, is critical to conserving the structure of the mansion and 
its 1840’s wings. Damage to the building from outdated drainage 
has taken a drastic toll and repairs cannot wait. Thanks to funds 
from Linden Place’s endowment, started through the charitable 
bequest of Alfred Shepherd, we are able to begin emergency 
repairs immediately. However, this is at the huge expense of what 
is to be a permanent fund for the ongoing maintenance of Linden 
Place and our need to reimburse the endowment is critical to the 
mansion’s future upkeep.

As summer comes an end and we quickly head into “annual 
fund” season, please consider making Linden Place a priority in 
your giving. Your donation will go directly to crucial projects 
like this, guaranteeing that Linden Place endures for another 200 
years and beyond.

Please track our progress on both Facebook and Instagram as 
construction continues.  Better yet, if you live nearby and would 
like to see the improvements in person, walk on by!

Now On View
Linden Place’s Wrought-Iron Fence Reborn

The current exhibit inside the mansion’s dining room 
highlights the intricate restoration work completed on Linden 
Place’s wrought-iron fence between the years of 2014-2018.

Linden Place’s wrought-iron fence was original to the 
Jerathmael Bowers House (c. 1770) on Main Street in Somerset, 
Massachusetts. Its probable date is somewhere between 1815-
1825. Bowers was a respected legislator who remained a British 
loyalist during the War for Independence. After the Revolution, 
Bowers ran into financial hardship because the British refused to 
pay him for ships they used that were damaged during the war. 
During that time, the fence was purchased by General George 
DeWolf who built Linden Place and erected the fence to border 
his newly finished home.  It has graced the façade of Linden Place 
ever since, welcoming four U.S. Presidents through its gates. The 
fence is considered rare for New England, especially because it is 
so ornate and delicate in design.

In 2014, the fence was carefully and painstakingly restored 
by master blacksmith, George Martell.  Martell’s artistry can be 
seen in the hundreds of finials, scrolls, and rosettes he hand-made 
in his Attleboro, MA, workshop. Most recently, the cased-glass 
lantern was returned to its place of prominence at the top of Linden 
Place’s front gate.

Together, the fence, gates, and lantern once again welcomes 
visitors to historic Linden Place.

Collections Update
Donated Colt Family Chairs Fully Restored

In September, 2018, life-long Bristol resident, Francis “Bud” 
Luther, Jr., contacted Linden Place about donating two Victorian-
era chairs. Bud Luther is the son of Francis Luther, Sr. who ran 
the dairy farm at Colt Farm in the 1950s before it became Colt 
State Park.  Bud said the chairs were given to his father by Jack 
Colt, one of Colonel Colt’s grandsons. Eventually, the chairs 
were given to Bud.  While Mr. Luther is unsure if the chairs were 
original to Linden Place, he knew they were connected to the Colt 
family of Linden Place and generously offered to donate them to 
the museum.

According to family historian and descendent Mary Millard 
(Mary’s husband, Chuck, was the Linden Place live-in caretaker 
for many years in the 1970s and 1980s), Jack Colt used to pass out 
“stuff” from the 1850’s barn, now home to the Bristol Art Museum, 
to friends.  “The things stored in the barn came from both the 
Casino and the house at the top of the harbor (next to the access 

This $100k restoration was made possible through 
the bequest of Alfred Shepherd and by the 

support of our members.

Victorian chairs, likely from the Casino or Linden Place, 
before and after restoration.
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lot to the state park) where Jack Colt and Eadie lived, as well as from Linden Place. Mary continues,  “When we moved in, Jack had 
been gone for several years and his widow was in the apartment at Linden Place where they had been living for over 20 years. Jack 
Colt was famous for giving away things, so chances are the chairs were from Linden Place or the Casino.”

The chairs were in need of a complete restoration and, thanks to a generous anonymous donor and the donation of beautiful 
period fabric from Jesse James Antiques, the chairs were completely repaired and reupholstered this summer and now grace the Ethel 
Barrymore room on the second floor of the mansion.  Come visit Linden Place and see them for yourself!

Linden Place Graces the Cover 
of Bliss Celebrations Magazine

This spring you may have passed a photo of Linden Place on the newsstand. 
New England-based wedding magazine, Bliss Celebrations, chose a particularly 
beautiful image taken on the front steps of the mansion for the cover of their 2019 
edition. Inside the popular magazine is a four-page spread highlighting the beauty 
of the estate during the fall months.

If you are planning a wedding or celebration of your own, stop by Linden Place 
for your very own complimentary copy of Bliss Celebrations and chat with our 
wedding administrator and planning guru, Kelly Gaudet.

Take Piece of Linden Place 
Mansion Home with You

Linden Place is 
hosting a one-day, 
estate sale-style event 
featuring original 
architectural pieces 
of the 1810 mansion’s 
balustrade and 
wrought-iron fence.

On Saturday, September 14,, from 9am – 2pm, Linden Place 
will host a one-day sale of original architectural pieces from the 
mansion’s balustrade.  Also for sale will be original decorative 
sections of wrought-iron fence that graces the front lawn of 
Linden Place. Both the balustrade and fence underwent extensive 
re-creation and restoration over the past 10 years leaving behind 
a limited amount of truly unique architectural gems.

This sale is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to own your 
very own piece of one of the country’s most revered Federal-style 
mansions in existence today. Each piece was hand made in the 
early 19th century and can be repurposed for many decorative uses 
both indoors and in gardens.

All proceeds go to the preservation and restoration of 
Linden Place and each piece is accompanied by a certificate of 
authentication. Linden Place members receive 15% off!

For more information, contact the Linden Place office at 
(401) 253-0390 or info@lindenplace.org 
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Linden Place Presents
Autumn Tasting Series with Two Gals Cocktails

Linden Place Mansion is excited to host a series of tasting 
events this fall with local beverage partners and friends, Two Gals 
Cocktails.

The once-a-month 
series of three tasting 
events will take place 
from 6:30pm-8:00pm 
inside the historic 
mansion and gardens, 
giving attendees a 
social, fun, and educational opportunity to sample spirits, wines 
and beers as well as a chance to experience Linden Place in a new 
way. It is a unique, educational and fun night out for couples and 
groups of all sizes. Each session, mixologists Sandra and Michele 
will focus on a different type of seasonal beverage paired with 
specialty small bites.

Thursday, September 19th - Know Your Bubbles - 
Champagne, Cava & Prosecco - Strawberries dipped in chocolate, 
Brie and Crudites

Thursday, October 17th - Fall Cocktails, Cider Infused 
Drinks and Sangria

Tickets for each event are $55 per person, $50 for Linden Place 
members. For reservations, contact (401) 253-0390 or e-mail info@
lindenplace.org. Register online at lindenplace.org 

4th Annual Burger Bash
Linden Place Mansion’s 4th Annual Bristol Burger Bash 

brings together three elements that make for a fantastic fall 
afternoon: burgers, beer, and bluegrass! Come sample East Bay’s 
best burgers all under one roof while enjoying local beers and 
wines and listening to down home live bluegrass in the Linden 
Place ballroom and gardens. 

East Bay’s best restaurants will bring their “burger A-game” 
serving up mini burgers of all types – imagine beef, turkey, chicken, 
pork, seafood, and more!   Presented with sponsor Chomp Kitchen 
& Drinks, this afternoon of culinary fun is a fundraiser for the 
preservation and restoration of Linden Place Mansion.

The Bristol Burger Bash happens on Sunday, September 29 
from 1pm-4pm.  Tickets are $50 and are all inclusive of food, 
beverages, and Burger Bash beer glass. Tickets can be purchased 
through the Linden Place website at www.lindenplace.org or by 
calling (401) 253-0390.

Thank you to our sponsors:
136 Express Printing
Peak Events
Exquisite Events
New England Tent Company
City National Rochdale 
BankNewport
Knead Doughnuts
Leo’s Restaurant
Chomp Kitchen & Drinks
The Bay

Lectures in Local 
History this Fall

Four Eagles – Appreciating Bristol’s 
History and Heritage

This talk with homeowner, Garry Holmstrom, will shed light 
on one of downtown Bristol’s most notable historic homes

Have you seen the eagles of Four Eagles, one of downtown 
Bristol’s most notable historic homes located at 341 Hope Street? 
Join us to review the history, legends, and recent discoveries behind 
‘The John Howe House’, or ‘The House with the Four Eagles’ 
as it was called for decades, during a discussion on Thursday, 
September 12 at 7 pm in the Linden Place Ballroom.

Last year, the most recent two-year restoration of the four 
Eagles that grace the four corners of this Federal-style home 
concluded. Bristol has long appreciated these symbols of national 
pride and strength. However, they have not always adorned the 
corner posts of the 1808 Federal home balustrade.  Are they 
significant? Are they carved wood, replicas, or simple ornaments? 
Come and find out!

Admission is $5, free for Linden Place members. Reservations 
can be made by calling the Linden Place office at (401) 253-0390 
or info@lindenplace.org 

The Leaders of Rhode Island’s Golden Age 
with Author, Patrick Conley

On Thursday, October 3, 2019 at 
7pm, local author and President of the 
Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame, 
Patrick Conley, will take us through 
important points in Rhode Island’s history, 
the subject of his newly published book, 
The Leaders of Rhode Island’s Golden Age. 
It was during this period (1861-1900) that 
Rhode Island played a leadership role in 
the Industrial Revolution. From military 
leaders such as General Ambrose Burnside 
to social reformers such as Sarah Elizabeth 
Doyle and architects Charles F. McKim and Stanford White, they 
ensured that the state’s contributions to the nation would never 
be forgotten. Through this lecture, guests will learn about the 
influential Rhode Islanders who helped make this span of time the 
greatest in the state’s history.

Dr. Patrick Conley is the president of the Rhode Island Heritage 
Hall of Fame, president of the Heritage Harbor Museum, and 
chairman of the Rhode Island Senior Olympics. 

Tickets are $10, $5 for Linden Place members.  Reservations 
are recommended.
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The tour is $20, $15 for 
Linden Place members, and 
includes a complimentary 
drink at the DeWolf Tavern. 
Reservations are required, 
and the tour is limited to 15 

people. For more information and reservations, call the Linden 
Place office at (401) 253-0390.

If you haven’t had the opportunity to join one of Linden Place’s 
most popular tours, you have the perfect opportunity this fall with 
four walking tours still remaining in the season. For more than 
seven years, this tour has educated hundreds of people interested 
in learning about Bristol’s long overlooked involvement in the 
Triangle Slave Trade.  This 1.5-hour tour of Linden Place Mansion 
and downtown Bristol is focused specifically on Bristol’s DeWolf 
Family and their involvement in 
the transatlantic slave trade. 

Learn how Bristol,  New 
England, and all of America 
were impacted by the slave 
trading DeWolf ’s of Linden 
Place from museum educator, 
Robin Tremblay. Tremblay has 
extensively researched Rhode 
Island’s connections to slavery and 
has led many tours along Bristol’s 
slavery trail.

The guided tours take place on select dates and begin at Linden 
Place, the Federal-style mansion built by architect Russell Warren 
for George DeWolf.  The tour then continues through the center 
of historic Bristol and down to the waterfront on Thames Street, 
pointing out significant sites tied to Bristol’s lengthy and profitable 
involvement in the slave trade. The tour ends at the historic DeWolf 
Tavern, once a DeWolf waterfront warehouse, where tour-goers 
will enjoy a rum cocktail and have the opportunity to ask questions.

Linden Place Mansion’s 
Concert Series Presents:

Boston Celtic folk legends, Fellswater, will perform in the 
Linden Place ballroom on Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 pm.

Celtic Music Ensemble, Fellswater

Linden Place welcomes Boston’s dynamic Celtic music 
ensemble, Fellswater, to the Linden Place Ballroom. Formed in late 
2008, Fellswater plays a wide range of music from traditional to 
modern compositions, drawing from the heritage of all the Celtic 
nations, especially Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, and Canada. The 
band’s instrumentation changes depending on the musical selection 
and includes vocals, whistle, Irish flute, guitar, octave mandolin, 
fiddle, Scottish smallpipes, border pipes, and percussion.

The performance takes place inside Linden Place Ballroom 
at 500 Hope Street, Bristol. Tickets are $20, $15 for Linden Place 
members and free for Colt Circle members. Reservations are 
recommended as space is limited.  To purchase tickets, visit www.
lindenplace.org or call the Linden Place office at (401) 253-0390.

Save the Date for Holiday Concerts
Friday, December 6, 7:30 pm and Sunday, December 8, 2 pm: 

Michael DiMucci’s Christmas Concert

Friday, December 13, 7:30 pm: Celtic Christmas with 
Atwater-Donnelly

Friday, December 27, 7:30 pm: Windharp

Final Dates for 2019 Tales of the 
Slave Trade Walking Tour

Saturday, September 21, 11 am
Friday, September 27, 3 pm
Saturday, October 19, 11 am
Thursday, October 24, 3 pm

Join us at Linden Place for a night of holiday prep and pretty 
lettering! Whether you’re a stationery nerd, DIY bride-to-be, 
or just a crafty individual, in this workshop you will learn an 
introduction to modern calligraphy with a pointed dip pen and ink. 
We will cover all the basics and get you ready to add those special 
lettered details to your snail mail, wedding paper goods, home 
décor, and more. The perfect crafty night out! Class includes 1.5 
hours of instruction and demonstration, our beginner’s calligraphy 
kit (two nibs, black ink pot, 2 letter guides, tracing paper, and 
straight pen holder), all Paper Source writing materials, and 
complimentary snacks and refreshments. Everything is yours to 
keep at the end of the night! Wine & light bites will be provided. 
Register at Lindenplace.org or call (401)253-0390.

Sip & Script Modern Calligraphy Night
Thursday, November 7, 6 pm
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Volunteer Corner
Volunteers at Work!

We  c a n ’ t  t h a n k  o u r 
volunteers enough for the 
time and energy they devote 
to Linden Place every single 
day. Gardening, archives, tour 
guides and more! Come join 
the Linden Place family and 
help bring about another 30 
years of preservation. For more 
information about volunteering, 
call the office at 401-253-0390 
or e-mail info@lindenplace.org

Above: Volunteer, Joe Velleca 
organizes the archives. Left: 
Paul Selesi gives Linden Place’s 
sign a much-needed facelift 
Below: Tour guide, Susan 
Abilheira, tells the story of the 
mansion to recent visitors.

Thank you to our new 
Linden Place members!
Elizabeth M. Archer
Dawn Bahl
Jennifer Boarder
Nana Brill
Brenda Carr
Mary Ellen Castro
Elizabeth & George DeCotis
Pamela Delaney
Patrick Francomano
Ryan & IBie Goddu

Judith Guild
Barbara & Robert Hart
Cady B. Harrington
Michael Horvath
Peggy Leibowitz
Robin McCaw
Amy Parker
Matthew Reed and 
Felicia Brown
Carol Sarro

Guided Sculpture and Gardens 
Tour at Linden Place Mansion 
this September

Take advantage of late summer weather with a special 
guided tour focused on the statuary, outbuildings and 

gardens at Linden Place.
 Explore the historic Linden Place sculpture and rose gardens 

while you learn the history of the man who developed the property 
as we see it now, Samuel Pomeroy Colt. Hear the stories behind the 
Greco-Roman statuary, view the 200-year old coach and garage and 
learn the legend of the “rampant colts” that are scattered throughout 
the lawns. Discover the direct ties between Linden Place and Colt 
State Park and learn some of the beloved park’s background. As 
you tour the grounds, you will have a chance to appreciate the 
200-year-old mansion from a different view.  

The tour will take place on Saturday, September 14th at 
11am. Admission is Free for Linden Place Members, $12, $10 
for seniors and students and includes admission to Linden Place 
Mansion. Reservations are recommended.  Call (401) 253-0390 
to reserve a spot or e-mail info@lindenplace.org 

James 
DeWolf’s 
1820 coach 
is on view as 
part of the 
gardens tour
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Friends oF Linden PLace

 Linden Place is an 1810 Federal mansion 
designed and built for General George DeWolf by 
Rhode Island architect Russell Warren. DeWolf’s 
grandson, Colonel Samuel Pomeroy Colt, a later 
owner of the property, founded the US Rubber 
Company and the Industrial Trust Company.

 This extraordinary estate, in the center of 
downtown Bristol, consists of the mansion, lovely 
sculpture-filled gardens, an 1850’s carriage barn, a 
1902 ballroom, and outbuildings dating from 1750.

 The mansion is open to the public May-
October & December, Tues-Sat, 10am-4pm, Sundays 
from 12pm-4pm. January-April & November: Tues-
Fri, 10am-4pm, and by appointment year-round. 
The property is available for business and social 
event rentals, including weddings. 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
 • Student & Teacher $20
 • Individual $35
 • Family $45 
 • Colt Circle $100
 • Business $250
 • Benefactor $500

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Unlimited free tours of the mansion and grounds. 
Discounted or free admission to the academic and 

cultural programs, concerts and events such as 
our Fourth of July Parade Picnic. 15% discount 

on museum store purchases. Annual subscription 
to the Linden Place News newsletter. Admission to 
our exclusive members-only events. Discounts on 

special event rentals after one year of membership.

P.O. Box 328
500 Hope Street

Bristol, RI  02809-0328
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